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terms with Italy.   Why?   The French could hardly
fear a war with Italy.   Italy still nursed the grievance
that she had been cheated in the peace settlement after
the Great War.    But in 1934 she was not in a position
to fight France.    She was not on the best of terms
with Nazi Germany and was watching jealously over
the independence of Austria.    She had no friends in
Europe.   But France possibly foresaw the possibility
of the two Fascist powers coming together and wished
to forestall it,   Paris, equally with London, desired to
see the appeasement of all conflicting interests in Europe.
After  visiting London Barthou  planned to visit
Rome, but that would not be until the autumn; better
after Alexander's visit to Paris.   Alexander had promised
to go to Sofia in September.   October would be the
best month for the King of Jugoslavia.   Barthou noted
November for Rome.   He was going to Italy to try to
obtain a complete settlement of all outstanding questions
dividing the interests of Italy and France and then to
propose an Eastern Locarno.   He would go to Mussolini
cap in hand.   For the Duce flattered himself that he
was going to be the arbiter of European destinies.
"Let the nations come to me and arrange their future
history!"   The French in 1934 were approaching him
rather too humbly, as if they had not the power to
arrange terms as equals.   When eventually Laval went
to Rome in place of Barthou, who had been killed, he
was received with deliberate coldness and the coldness
endured until he had agreed to all the Duce required
of him and France.

Incidentally, Barthou was desirous that the friction
between Italy and Jugoslavia should be removed.
France wanted peace with Italy and naturally did not
wish to have to support her ally, Jugoslavia, should war
break out between them. Alexander said he was far
from desiring conflict with Italy, but if war broke out
he was prepared. If Barthou could make peace between
Jugoslavia and Italy the King would be pleased and